Airman Deploys to Afghanistan in Air Advisory Role

Lt. Col. Jimmy L Barrow is currently assigned to the 438th Air Expeditionary Wing at the Kabul International Airport in Kabul Afghanistan, serving on a one year deployment as the Flight Surgeon for the 438th Air Expeditionary Wing.  In this capacity, Barrow is part of the  Combined Air Power Transition Force (CAPTF) advisory team responsible for training over four hundred Afghanistan Air Force (AAF) personnel how to properly maintain and operate their fleet of Russian-made Mi-17 and Mi-35 helicopters, An-32 cargo planes and Italian-made C-27 airlift aircraft.

Since his arrival in Mar. 2010, Barrow has been instrumental in helping the Afghan’s double their Mi-17 fleet, re-energize their Mi-35 gunship program and bed-down their first-ever western-designed aircraft—the C-27 Spartan aircraft. He is an Adviser to the Afghan Air Surgeon and has developed the Afghan Military Patient Movement Program (MEDEVAC).  Aside from his other responsibilities, he also performs convoy duties ferrying passengers and cargo throughout Kabul city and travels to various forward operating bases on an as-needed basis.

With the support of the 438th Air Expeditionary Wing, the AAF has flown over 7,000 sorties delivering 80,355 passengers and 500,000 tons of cargo throughout Afghanistan over the past year. The AAF also delivered twenty-seven tons of ballot materials supporting the Afghanistan Presidential Election; rescued over five-thousand villager’s displaced by floodwaters; stood-up three forward operating bases, and hosted several high-ranking officials to include the Secretary of Defense – the honorable Robert M. Gates; the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and U.S. Forces Afghanistan Commander-General Stanley McChrystal; the Czech Minister of Defense; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Chief of Staff for the British Ministry of Defense and countless others.

Thanks in large part to Barrow’s efforts; the 438th Air Expeditionary Wing is on schedule to complete their task of preparing the Afghan’s to independently operate their AAF before 2016. At present, the Afghan’s have 51 military aircraft and over 3,200 assigned personnel. Those numbers are expected to grow to 146 aircraft and over 8,000 personnel between now and 2016.

Barrow, a graduate of Plano High School in Plano, Texas, is permanently assigned to the 19th Medical Group, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.  Before deploying to Afghanistan, he completed several weeks of intensive pre-deployment training covering such topics as live-fire weapons operations; cultural awareness; convoy tactics; unexploded ordinance identification and mitigation; conversational Dari language, and a full week of hands-on evasive driving.

He is married to Violet Weston Barrow from Mount Ida, Ark. and they have two children James Barrow of Mena, Ark. and Jennifer Barrow Bridges of Hot Springs, Ark as well as two grandsons that live in Hot Springs, Ark.  He is the son of Darwell and Thelma Barrow who live in Lone Oak, Texas.  He attended Medical School at the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
He enlisted in the Army as a Private First Class in 1977, received training as a Medic, an Operating Room Tech and a Respiratory Therapist (RT). I completed my Undergraduate Medical School requirements, while working as an RT at the US Army Burn Center in San Antonio, Texas. After completing 12 years in the Army, including a deployment to Operation Desert Storm, he opened a private practice in Mount Ida, Ark.  In 2001, he decided to close his practice and join the U.S. Air Force as a Family Practice trained Flight Surgeon. 

He has deployed to Qatar in support of OIF/OEF in 2008/2009 as a validating Flight Surgeon.  After completing this deployment, he plans to "retire" from the U.S. Air Force to his home in Pine Ridge, Ark. and hopefully work part time as a Family Practice Doc in Mount Ida, Ark.  He also plans on working on our ranch, and enjoying some family time while attempting to spoil his Grandsons.

