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Rural Medicine in Texas  

Fast Facts 
  
Of Texas’ 177 rural counties 

• 117 qualify as whole county Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs) 
• 24 have no primary care physicians 
• 19 have only one primary care physician 
• 47 have no healthcare clinics 

 

• 1,805,842 Texans live in whole county HPSAs 
• 3,398,192 live in partial county and special population HPSAs 
• 179 of Texas’ 254 counties are designated as whole county Medically 

Underserved Areas (MUAs). 

There are 108 partial county MUAs in 44 Texas counties. 

Information from the Texas Department of State Health Services and the Texas Office of 
Rural Community Affairs. 

 
For more information about the UNT Health Science Center’s work in rural medicine 
education, contact the media office at 817-735-2446. 
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University of North Texas Health Science Center 
The University of North Texas Health Science Center comprises the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, the 
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, the School of Public Health, and the School of Health Professions. Key 
research areas include aging and Alzheimer’s disease, cancer and physical medicine.  This year, the Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine was named a top 50 medical school in primary care by U.S. News & World Report for the 
seventh consecutive year. “Fort Worth’s medical school and more” contributes $600 million to the Tarrant County and 
Texas economies annually.  For more information, go to http://www.hsc.unt.edu/ 

 


